Help on the way 
for Lions as Decker 
returns to practice 
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Beefed-up 
Spartans ready 
to get physical 
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Suit: Student’s mouth taped 


@ usA TODAY 


Suspect in NYC 
attack plotted 
for weeks 
29-year-old from Uzbeki- 


stan now facing federal 
terrorism charges. 2A, 13A 
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October auto 
sales rescued 
by pickups 


FCA and GM fell 13% 
and 2.2%, respectively, 
while Ford climbed 6.2%. 
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Couple face charges 
in daycare shooting 


Pattern of abuse is alleged 
for special-needs student 


Paul Egan Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


A teacher at an Ann Arbor school taped 
shut the mouth of a student with cerebral 
palsy as part of a pattern of abuse, according 
to a lawsuit filed in federal court Wednesday 
against the teacher, her supervisor and the 
Washtenaw Intermediate School District 


Nesa Johnson, a teacher at High Point 
School, “literally taped ... shut” the student’s 
mouth in March 2016 to keep her quiet be- 
cause she was “making noises” consistent 
with her disability, according to the seven- 
figure lawsuit filed in Detroit by the student’s 
mother, Doreen Smith. 

Johnson then photographed the student 
and texted the photo to the student’s mother, 
with a caption reading: “Help. She won't be 
quiet!!!!," according to the lawsuit and at- 
tached exhibits. 


PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 


The student is 26 but unable to speak and 
appears much younger at just under 5 feet 
tall and 62 pounds, according to the lawsuit. 
In addition to cerebral palsy, the student has 
cognitive disorders, a history of seizures and 
an inability to speak or move her hands and 
arms, which leaves her “totally dependent on 
others for her care including such basic 
needs as feeding and toileting,” the lawsuit 
states. 


“Taping a 
special needs 
student’s 
mouth shut ... 
was especially 
torturous for 
(someone) who 
... has trouble 
breathing.” 


A lawsuit filed 


in federal court See ABUSE, Page 12A 
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The Christmas tree is here. Detroit’s 61-foot-tall Michigan-grown Norwegian spruce tree 
arrived in downtown Wednesday morning and was put into place in Campus Martius. 
Thanksgiving hasn't even arrived, but the city will be full of bright lights and in the holiday 
spirit by the end of the week after the tree is fully decorated. The annual Detroit tree lighting 
ceremony will take place from 5 p.m. to midnight Nov. 17 in Campus Martius. 
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Wet winter 
on the way: 
Lots of rain 
or snow? 


Warm Great Lakes means 
more Michigan precipitation 


7 Keith Matheny Detroit Free Press 
ity USA TODAY NETWORK 


Michigan’s start to winter should be wet, 
scientists say. But it’s still unclear whether 
you will need a snow shovel or umbrella. 

Great Lakes surface-water temperatures 
are significantly warmer than usual for this 
time of year, the result of a late August and 
September that felt more like July. That 
means there will be more water vapor above 
the lakes. 

That’s often a formula for heavy lake-effect 
snow, scientists say. But it all depends on the 
temperature of the air flows over the lakes. 

“You get a greater temperature difference 
between the lake water and the air above it, in 
general, you would expect heavier lake-effect 
precipitation,” said Jonathan Erdman, senior 
meteorologist with The Weather Channel and 
weather.com. “The trick is, is the air above the 
lakes cold enough to support snow?” 

Very often in Michigan, winter air patterns 
send very cold air from the Canadian Arctic 
southeast over the Great Lakes. And warm 
surface waters, with frigid air passing over 
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High 62° X Low 44° 
Warm, rainy. Forecast, 2A 
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State flips: Medical pot shops to stay open 


Kathleen Gray Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


After receiving hundreds of complaints 
from medical marijuana card holders that 
they would be without the product they need 
for their health for an extended period of 
time, the state Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs reversed itself Wednesday 
and decided to let dispensaries stay open 
during the licensing process. 


The department had come up with a ruling 
in September that dispensaries should close 
by Dec. 15, which is the day that applications 
for five categories of licenses become avail- 
able, or risk losing their chances of getting 
one of the lucrative licenses. 

But medical marijuana cardholders — 
more than 272,000 in Michigan — worried 
that the lapse of time between applications 


See MEDICAL POT, Page 12A 


them, generally act like a snow-making ma- 
chines, particularly in the northern Upper 
Peninsula, the northwestern Lower Peninsula 
and along Lake Michigan’s eastern shoreline. 

Last year, lake-effect snow was “relatively 


Inside a dud” in most of the region’s typical snow 
belts, even though the lakes were warm and 
XFree Press there was little ice cover, Erdman said. 
endorsement: That was despite last year’s La Nifia, a con- 
Vote ‘no’ on dition of colder temperatures in equatorial re- 
both medical gions of the Pacific Ocean that have signifi- 
manjuana cant impacts on global weather, and that typi- 
proposals cally mean colder air over the Great Lakes re- 
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WITH DEALER SERVICE AMONG 


MASS MARKET BRANDS '” 


BUICK.COM 


'Buick received the highest numerical score among mass market brands in the J.D. Power 2014-2015, 2017 U.S. Customer Service Index (CSI) Studies. 2017 study based on 70,342 total responses, measuring customer satisfaction with dealer and non-dealer, service among 19 mass market brands during 


the first 3 years of ownership, surveyed October-December 2016. Your experiences may vary. Visit ;|dpower.com. 


2017 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED 


ULTRA LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL QUALIFIED GM EMPLOYEE PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS WITH AN ELIGIBLE CURRENT GM LEASE 


5190 | 39 | 8999 


PER MONTH’ MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING 


AFTER ALL OFFERS 
TAX, TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. No security deposit required. 
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles. At participating dealers only. 


?MUST BE A CURRENT GM LESSEE THROUGH ALLY, US BANK OR GM FINANCIAL. Payments are for a 2017 Buick Encore,Preferred with an MSRP'of'$25;290. 39+monthly. payments total 


$7,410. Payments may be'higher in some states. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GM Financial must approve lease. Take delivery by 11/30/17. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles: Lessee pays for maintenance, excess wear and a disposition 
fee of $495 or less at end of lease. Not available with some other offers. Residency restrictions apply. ©2017 General Motors. All rights reserved. Buick® Encore® 


